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welsh, and his admirers speak of the power he then possessed as still existing ; in that his pure spirit at stated periods hovers near his4ast earthly remains, where the common people make a sort of pilgrimage to entreat his influence in their behalf. A may Hah 1 (fair) is the consequence of this annual pilgrimage, which continues, I think, seventeen days in succession, and brings together, from many miles distant, the men of business, the weak-minded, and the faithful devotees of every class in the Upper Provinces.
From the respect paid to the memory of Maadhaar, and the expected influence of his spirit at the shrine, the ignorant people bring their sons to receive the saint's blessing on their tender years. The man of business also presents himself before it, desirous to insure a share of success at the fair, and ultimate prosperity at home. The devotee visits the shrine from a desire to increase in true wisdom by the reflected light of the Maadhaar Durweish's purer spirit. Women having made vows to visit the shrine, come to fulfil it at this period, if their hopes be realized in the birth of a son ; and others to entreat his influence that their daughters may be suitably married ; in short, all who assemble at this mayllah have some prayer to offer, or acknowledgments to make, for they depend on the abundant power and influence of the saint's spirit to supply their several wants or desires.
At the shrine of this saint, a descendant, or as is suspected often in such cases, a pretended relative, takes his station to collect, with all the appearance of sanctity and humility, the nuzzas offered at the shrine of Maadhaar. The amount so collected is enormous, if credit be given to the reports in circulation ; for all visitors are expected to present an offering, and most of the pilgrims do it for conscience sake. I knew a Mussulmaun who went from curiosity to this mayllah ; he was accosted rather rudely as he was quitting the tomb, without leaving a nuzza ; he told the guardian of the tomb he had presented the best nuzza he possessed, in a prayer for the soul of the departed ; (as commanded every Mussulmaun should offer when drawing near the tomb of one of his own faith).
I have conversed with a remarkably devout person, on the 1 Mela.